Prestigious Quality Award for Beacon Hospital 
· Beacon Hospital Awarded Joint Commission International Accreditation - 
        -Beacon Renal first in world to receive JCI accreditation - 


Beacon Hospital has been awarded the prestigious Joint Commission International Accreditation (JCI) in recognition of the hospital’s commitment to providing quality care on an ongoing basis. This accreditation is testament to Beacon Hospital’s commitment to continuously raising levels of quality and standards (including safety and hygiene) within every section of the organisation. The JCI hospital standards are intended to stimulate continuous, systematic and organisation-wide improvement in daily performance and in the outcomes of patient care. 

Beacon Renal, also located in the Beacon Medical Campus, is the first ambulatory dialysis unit in the world to be awarded a JCI accreditation. Beacon Renal is a state-of-the-art therapy centre offering Haemodialysis and Peritoneal Dialysis for the treatment of patients with chronic renal failure.  It currently treats over 100 patients thrice weekly and has capacity to treat over 200. Beacon Renal negotiated the first ever public / private service level agreement with the HSE for the treatment of public dialysis patients in 2004. 

Michael Costelloe, Chief Executive of Beacon Hospital, commented; “In the current important debate about the quality of patient care, what should not be overlooked is that many of the independent / private hospitals are fastidious in their approach to the provision of the highest quality of patient care. The fact that Beacon Hospital has achieved this voluntary international quality standards accreditation from the Joint Commission International (JCI) demonstrates this commitment to the highest standards in healthcare.” 

He continued; “The staff at Beacon Hospital should be commended for their hard work and dedication to providing exceptional patient care in an environment where quality, and achievement of optimal clinical outcomes are of the utmost importance.”
 
Achieving standards such as those set by the JCI have allowed the independent hospital sector to raise the quality and safety bar for public hospitals in other countries. For example, international research shows that the operation of an independent facility in any location will raise the quality standards of nearby public hospitals by approximately 16%.

The JCI is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to improving the quality and safety of healthcare services throughout the world for over 50 years and its benchmark is considered amongst the highest in the United States. It currently surveys over 20,000 healthcare programmes annually through a voluntary accreditation process. The JCI standards were initially developed by a 16-member international task force, composed of physicians, nurses, administrators, and public policy makers, representing the six major world regions. 
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Note to Editors 

About the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC)
UPMC is an integrated global health enterprise headquartered in Pittsburgh and one of the leading non-profit health systems in the United States. As western Pennsylvania’s largest employer, with 48,000 employees and nearly $7 billion in revenue, UPMC is transforming the economy of the region into one based on medicine, research, and technology. By integrating 20 hospitals, 400 doctors’ offices and outpatient sites, long-term care facilities, and a major insurance plan, UPMC has advanced the quality and efficiency of health care and developed internationally renowned programs in transplantation, cancer, neurosurgery, psychiatry, orthopaedics, and sports medicine, among others. UPMC is commercializing its medical and technological expertise by nurturing new companies, developing strategic business relationships with some of the world’s leading multinational corporations and expanding into international markets, including Italy, Ireland, the United Kingdom and Qatar. For more information about UPMC, visit www.upmc.com <http://www.upmc.com/ <http://www.upmc.com/> > . 

Beacon Hospital 
The 238,000 sq ft, nine-floor Beacon Hospital was opened in October 2006, and provides world-class acute care services, including heart surgery, neuro-surgery, and emergency medicine services. Beacon Hospital has eight operating theatres, two endoscopy suites and fourteen critical care beds. The eight operating theatres are divided into dedicated rooms for neurosurgery, urology, cardiac, general, orthopaedic and ophthalmic surgery. 

The Critical Care Unit is a fourteen-bed unit with individual glass-fronted cubicles, in order to ensure privacy and to minimise the risk of infection. The open plan design allows for visibility of all patients at all times.

Beacon Hospital opened its Consultant-delivered Emergency Department at Beacon Hospital in March 2007. Beacon Emergency Department is the first Emergency Department in the Eastern region attached to an independent hospital, giving patients immediate access to all of the major specialities on site, including some of the most advanced diagnostic and laboratory services available in the region, such as X-Ray, Ultrasound, CT, MRI, routine and specialised blood tests. 

Beacon Cancer Centre offers an unparalleled range of cancer treatment and uniquely has key services such as diagnostics, surgery, chemotherapy, radiology, two state-of-the-art Linear Accelerators (LINACs), and follow-up under one roof. 

The hospital has also introduced a dedicated Beacon Women’s Centre, which encompasses the full spectrum of women’s gynaecological needs in a modern environment, utilising minimally invasive procedures whenever possible, with a speedy turn around time for patients. 

Beacon Hospital is the European showcase for General Electric (GE) equipment and is the only hospital in Ireland that has a full complement of the most advanced radiology equipment under one roof. 


Beacon Renal
Beacon Renal is a state of the art therapy centre, located on the Bacon Medical Campus, offering Haemodialysis and Peritoneal Dialysis for the treatment of patients with chronic renal failure.  It currently treats over 100 patients thrice weekly and has capacity to treat over 200. The facility is approximately 16,500 sq ft over four levels with 31 Haemodialysis stations with an isolation unit and a training facility for Peritoneal and Home Haemodialysis. Beacon Renal contracts with the HSE and AMNCH, St Vincent’s, Mid-West-Regional, Waterford Regional and Beaumont Hospitals for the provision of renal services.
